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Movies often have complex plots, tell their story out of order, or involve time travel. Those things create loops in the storyline that can be difficult to follow at first

viewing. Watching a movie a second time (and third, fourth, and so on) can help — and so can infographics. Here are 16 infographics that break down the timelines

of some popular movies, organized by genre or storytelling type.

Time Travel MoviesTime Travel Movies

Movies with time travel can be hard to understand completely. Sometimes the relative time differences are hard to grasp, and the relative duration spent in each time

can be hard to measure. These infographics put those wibbly wobbly timey wimey (http://blog.visual.ly/doctor-who-infographics/) timelines into a visual format to

make them easier to grasp. LooperLooper (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1276104/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1276104/)

  12 Monkeys12 Monkeys (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114746/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114746/)

  Back to the FutureBack to the Future (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0088763/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0088763/)
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Non Linear StorytellingNon Linear Storytelling

Even if a plot doesn’t involve time travel, some movies tell their story out of order. This helps to create suspense and keep the viewer engaged, but can be

confusing. These infographics put movies back in chronological order. 21 Grams21 Grams (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0315733/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0315733/)

  MementoMemento (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0209144/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0209144/)

  Pulp FictionPulp Fiction (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0110912/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0110912/)
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Coded InformationCoded Information

Sometimes directors and script writers include information at the beginning of a movie, but the viewer doesn’t know that info was important until the end of the

movie. This technique can add a lot of depth to the plot, and certainly adds to repeated viewing — but it also confounds the viewer. These infographics help you

figure things out. SawSaw (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0387564/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0387564/)

  InceptionInception (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1375666/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1375666/)

  The Big LebowskiThe Big Lebowski (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118715/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118715/)

 

Complex Character InteractionComplex Character Interaction
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Some movies just have a large roster of characters with parallel timelines and different scene settings. This leads to a complex set of interactions between

characters that can be diagrammed well. Harry PotterHarry Potter (http://www.imdb.com/list/q22zEUsH3MQ/) (http://www.imdb.com/list/q22zEUsH3MQ/)

  The The LordLord (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120737/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120737/)  of theof the (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167261/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167261/)  RingsRings

(http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167260/)(http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167260/)
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  TheThe (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0903624/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0903624/)  HobbitHobbit (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1170358/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1170358/)
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  LordLord (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120737/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120737/)  of theof the (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167261/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167261/)  RingsRings (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167260/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167260/),,

Jurassic ParkJurassic Park (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107290/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107290/), , 12 Angry Men12 Angry Men (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0050083/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0050083/), , Star WarsStar Wars

(http://www.imdb.com/find?q=star+wars&s=all)(http://www.imdb.com/find?q=star+wars&s=all), , PrimerPrimer (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0390384/) (http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0390384/)

  Movies use lots of interesting techniques to engage their audience, make the plot work, increase suspense, and enhance the story. Sometimes these techniques

can get confusing, but in most cases, a visual diagram can clarify everything.   Drew Skau (http://visual.ly/users/seeingstructure) is Visualization Architect at Visual.ly

(http://visual.ly) and a PhD Computer Science Visualization student at UNCC (http://www.uncc.edu/) with an undergraduate degree in Architecture. You can follow

him on twitter @SeeingStructure (http://twitter.com/SeeingStructure)

Share:Share:

Subscribe to our newsletterSubscribe to our newsletter

by ejoh (http://lotrproject.com?
utm_source=visually_embed). 
Explore more infographics (http://visual.ly) like this
one on the web’s largest information design
community – Visually (http://visual.ly).

by xkcd (http://xkcd.com/?
utm_source=visually_embed). 
Explore more infographics (http://visual.ly) like this
one on the web’s largest information design
community – Visually (http://visual.ly).

"

(http://twitter.com/home?

status=16%20Complicated%20Movie%20Plots%20Explained%20With%20Infographic%20Timelines%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scribblelive.com%2Fblog%2F2013%2F08%2F26%2F16-

movie-timeline-infographics%2F)

#

(http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scribblelive.com%2Fblog%2F2013%2F08%2F26%2F16-movie-timeline-

infographics%2F&t=16%20Complicated%20Movie%20Plots%20Explained%20With%20Infographic%20Timelines)

%

(http://linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scribblelive.com%2Fblog%2F2013%2F08%2F26%2F16-movie-timeline-

infographics%2F&title=16%20Complicated%20Movie%20Plots%20Explained%20With%20Infographic%20Timelines)

+

(https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scribblelive.com%2Fblog%2F2013%2F08%2F26%2F16-movie-timeline-infographics%2F)

Work Email



ProductsProducts

Engage (http://www.scribblelive.com/products/content-curation-live-blog/)

Plan (http://www.scribblelive.com/products/content-planning/)

Insights (http://www.scribblelive.com/products/customer-insights-social-

SolutionsSolutions

Content Marketing (http://www.scribblelive.com/solutions/content-

marketing-strategy-campaigns/)

Media & Publishers (http://www.scribblelive.com/solutions/media-

   

SUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE

See how ScribbleLive drives resultsSee how ScribbleLive drives results
Schedule a tour to see how ScribbleLive can help your content succeed predictably.

* First Name * Last Name

* Company Email

* Company Name

* Job Title

Phone Number

Product of Interest

GET A QUOTE



media-monitoring/)

Visually (http://www.scribblelive.com/products/content-creation-

syndication-2/)

Community (http://www.scribblelive.com/products/community-user-

generated-content/)

Services (http://www.scribblelive.com/services/)

publishers/)

About UsAbout Us

About Us (http://www.scribblelive.com/about/)

Agency Partnership Program (http://www.scribblelive.com/agency-

partnership-program/)

Platform Partnership Program (http://www.scribblelive.com/partners/)

Media & Awards (http://www.scribblelive.com/media-awards/)

Careers & Culture (http://www.scribblelive.com/careers-culture/)

Offices (http://www.scribblelive.com/contact/)

ResourcesResources

Guides and Webinars (http://www.scribblelive.com/resources/guides-

webinars/)

Customer Stories (http://www.scribblelive.com/resources/customer-stories)

Blog (http://www.scribblelive.com/blog/)

ScribbleLive Market (https://market.scribblelive.com/)

ScribbleLive, Inc. Privacy Policy and Terms of Use (http://www.scribblelive.com/legal/terms-of-use/) Sitemap (http://www.scribblelive.com/sitemap/)


